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The Canada Europe Round Table for Business
Third Annual CEO Round Table

TORONTO, November 17, 2003 – The Canada Europe Round Table for Business (CERT) will hold its third annual CEO Round Table in Toronto on November 21, 2003, at the TSX Broadcast & Conference Centre. This meeting, featuring CEOs, business executives and political decision-makers from Canada and the European Union, comes at a critical juncture in transatlantic relationships.

Focusing on the theme, “Investment & Information: Managing Transatlantic Business Expansion” the meeting offers an opportunity for high-level discussion of current trade and investment issues and possible solutions.

The round table discussions will focus on how to better integrate transatlantic capital markets, establish more predictable rules for merger and acquisitions, prevent the rise of non-tariff barriers to trade and investment and design complimentary regulatory systems between Canada and the European Union. Central to this will be an examination of how to facilitate the sharing of information in these processes to ensure efficient and predictable outcomes for business decision-makers.

Confirmed speakers include Hon. Bill Graham, Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs; John F. Brock, President & CEO of Interbrew; Barbara Stymiest, President & CEO of the TSX Group; Carol Stephenson, Dean, Ivey School of Business; Dr. Jack Mintz, President & CEO, CD Howe Institute; Calvin Goldman, QC, Head of Competition and Trade Group, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP; Frank Dottori, President & CEO of Tembec Forest Products; Marc LePage, Executive Vice President, Genome Canada, and H.E. Eric Hayes, EU Ambassador to Canada.

The key outcomes from the event will be delivered by a CERT delegation to Canadian Trade Minister Pierre Pettigrew and EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy at the Canada-EU Summit in Ottawa on December 17, 2003.  The submission by CERT will be used to direct negotiations on the Canada-EU Trade and Investment Agreement, which CERT has been instrumental in developing, set to commence in 2004.

Members of CERT include: Alcan, Interbrew, Bombardier, GPC International, Tractebel, TSX Group, Novartis, MDS, Nova Chemicals, CGI, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, SNC Lavalin, Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, Forest Products of Canada, Spirits Canada, Canadian Chamber of Commerce, HEC Montreal, EU Chamber of Commerce in Toronto and the American European Community Association.

CERT is a permanent association for dialogue on major trade and investment matters among senior business leaders, Canadian and European, and among business leaders and governments. Its membership comprises companies and business associations in the European Union and Canada. 

For further information: Steve Kee, Director, Media Relations and Publicity, TSX Group Inc., (416) 947-4682, 1-888-873-8392, (416) 358-3714, steve.kee@tsx.com and Andrea Kurjata, Communications Specialist, TSX Group Inc., (403) 218-2812, andrea.kurjata@tsx.com.
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