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e musi thank Quebec
Premier jean Charest.
With his suppor, we

¥ V  arenowmore apt to get
a Canada-EU free-trade agreement
- for the simple reasen tha the
federal government must take any
particular Quebec proposal more
seriously than it must ke any
merely national proposal. Now,
perhaps, we'll get some action.

For rnore than a decade, Canada
has cast its lot with bleak and bar-
ren plobal trade negotiations.
These have proven to be much like
Narnin -~ always winter, never
Christmas, With Mr. Charest’s
commments at the World Economic
Forum int Davos, we are serendipi-
tously talking of spring.

Mr. Charest says he spoke with
Prime Minister Stephen Harper in
Novemnber and found him “enthu-
siastic.” He says he has spoken
with Ontario Premier Dalton
McGuinty, British Columbia Pre-
mier Gerdon Campbell, New
Brunswick Premier Shawn Graham
and Newfoundland Premier
Danny Williams. He has thus done
more for Canada-EU free trade in
two months, in other words, than
the federal government has done
in 15 years.

Mr. Charest wants Canada-EU
free trade foy the right reason: The
B is so Furcpean. Yes, Canadians
would benefit from lower tariffs
and [ower barriers to investment.
Yes, Canadians would get richer.
But Mr. Charest explicitly champi-
ons free movernent between Que-
bec/Canada and the 27 member

Quebec Premier Jean Charest hns done more for Canada
In a purely political sense,

government has donein 15 years.

countries of the European Union.

"The space we wand o create
would facilitate the movemen: of
manpower, meg and women, be-
tween Europe and Quebec, Europe
and Canada for work puyposes,”
Mr. Charest said. “This would al-
low us to recruit more qualified
manpower 10 come 10 Canada and
it would allow more Quebeckers
and mote Canadians to go more
easily to Eurcpe and 19 develop
more high-level jobs to mect the
competition that will come {rom
emerging countries.”

This is cumbersome. Mr, Char-
est meant to say this, Quebec may
welt be o nation but 1 will be for-
ever a small nation. It needs chal-

lesges preater than itself. k needs
aspirations that transcend its bor-
ders, It needs complex secind and
economic connections. It needs
dynamic personal and profession-
al mobility — more upward mohil-
ity, sure, but more outward mobili-
1y, 100,

Quebec’s connection with Cana-
da is necessary — but it's essential-
Iy politcal.

Quebecs connection with the
U.5. is necessary — but it's essen-
tally commerciad, Quebec’s natu-
il cornection is with continenial
Europe.

Quebec has always imagined it-
self as European, has always ex-
pressed itself as European. This re-
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-EU free trade in two months than the federal
his campaign for a pact is perfect.

veals the brilliance of Mr. Charest's
emergent campaign -~ heading in-
to an election year — for Canada-
EU free trade. In a purely political
sense, it's perfect. Whatever My,
Charest gains, though, the larger
cause is more important still, With
a Canada-Europe free-wrade agree-
ment, "NATO 2" — a North Atlan-
tic Trade Organization — becomes
inevitable, I
When Canazda joins Europe, we
will have [inally balanced our-
selves properdy between Old World
and New World. When the United
States joins Eurepe, we wiil have
finally brought together inte a sin-
gle economic enterprise a huge
part of the globe that, 85 Genman

[

Chancellor Angela Merkel putit
last month, shares “commen inter-
est5, the same values” - and 60
per cent of the economic produc-

tion of the world. : :
For M. Charesl, though, the

quest must be for the extension of

Eurcpean mobility rights to Que-
beckers., Free movernent is now a

[Fundamental European {reedom,

an essential part of "European citi-
zenaship.” Would the EU extend
these rights to Canada/Quebec?
Perhaps. It has extended them to
three countries that aren't EU
members — Norway, Liechien-
stein and dceland. {These mobilivy
rights apply fally throughout the
first 15 EU countries; they e into

_effect in steps for the 10 countsies

{hit jolndd n 2004; and they will
apply — in time — for Bulgaria
and Romanin, the last countries o
join.) in Davos, Mr. Charest specil-
ically coveted Europe's “mutuat
recognition of professional gualifi-
cations.” The EU has extended this
recognition (o Iceland as well, |
along with co-ordination of social
security benefits. If iceland, why
not Canada? - -

We wouldn't get absolute Buro-
pean mobility rights, of course;
norwould we want them, A trans-
atlantic swap of unrestricted rights
could open Canada to casual entry
by economic refugses and sophis-
ticated criminal organizations. A

Canada-EU free-trade agreement

would, hewever, permif the easy
exchange of business and profes- .
stonat people for starters, an ex-
pansion of the freedom to work
where one chooses 1o work.

This kind of freedom of meve-
ment has made Britaip amazingly
mohile. (More than five million
British citizens work abroad.) And
maore Buropean. (As many as one
million continentel Europeans
work in Britain.} It has worked Tor
Britain. it would work for Canada
- and for Quebec, oo,
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