predicts deal
worth $2.4B ayear
- forCanada

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY _

DAVOS, Switzerland - Quebec Pre-
mier Jean Charest capped his
visit to the World Economic
Forum yesterday with a pro-
posal for a Canada-European
Union free-trade agreement.
“Europe is 450 million con-
sumers who are relatively rich
and who can buy our goods and
services,” Mr. Charest told re-
porters, projecting a gain for
Canada of $2.4 billion a year. '
Mr. Charest said that he has
been developing the idea for
some time and first proposed it
to. Prime Minister Stephen

Harper in November.
“He was very enthusiastic.”
‘The premier has also

broached the idea of Canada-
Europe free trade with the pre-
miers:of Ontario, British Co-
lumbia, New Brunswick and
Newfoundland and Labrador.

In Davos, he brought up his
proposal in meetings with
Michael Glos, Germany’s min-
ister of the economy, and Peter
Mandelson, trade commission-
er for the European ‘Union,
which now counts 27 member
countries. -~

Federal Trade Minister David
Emerson arrived in Davos yes-
terday and Mr. Charest spoke
with him before Mr. Emerson’s
meetmg with Mr. Mandelson. -

- Mr. Charest’s proposal would
ease the movement of goods

SUZANNE PLUNKETT, BLOOMBERG

commissioner discussed a
Canada-EU free-trade deal wuthu

Quebec Premter Jean Charest.. il

and people:between Canada

and Europe and would lower'

barriers to investment.

~It would also eliminate cus-

toms tariffs, averaging 4.5 per
cent on Canadian goods enter-

ing Europe. Access to public-

sector buying would be open,

and the export of services, in-
cludmg financxal serv:ces, '

would be covered.

Mr. Charest wants mutual
recognition of professional
quahficatmns and the protec- ™

tion of intellectual’ “property

rlghts, as well as culturaixdlver-v

sity.
" “The space ‘We want to create
would facilitate the movement

of manpower, men and women, .

~between Europe, Quebec-and

Canada for work purposes ”

Mr Charest sald

See CHAREST on PAGE DZ
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Charest: Canada out of 81gh‘t for EU

Cantmued from PAGE D1

“This would allow us to re-
cruit more qualified manpower
to come to Quebec and it

would allow more Quebecers :
~and Canadians to go more easi-
Iy to Europe and to develop
more high-level jobs to meet

the competition that will come
from emerging countries.” "

Thomas dAquine, CEO of the
Canadian Council of Chief Ex-
ecutives, said when Europeans
think of North America now,
they don’t think of Canada.

- “We're out of sight and out of :

mind,” Mr. quumo sald
adding that Canada risks being
further marginalized as Euro-
peans develop new markets in
emerging economies, such as
Indiaand China.

Last fall, when the Doha

‘round of negotiations for freer

trade among the 150 members
of the World Trade Organiza-

. tion appeared to be going
~ nowhere, Mr. Mandelson pro- -
- posed a free-trade agreement

between the U.S. and Europe.
‘Mr. Mandelson also-wants bi-

- lateral agreements between Fu-

rope and emerging economies.

The Canadxan Federanon of
Independent Business yester-
day reacted pos1t1ve1y to Mr.
Charest’s proposal. ©

“Canada i is the only G8 coun-
try in the past five years not to
have signed 4 bilateral trade
agreement to foster interna-
tional trade. The reopening of
trade discussions is good news
because it will contribute to
generating wealth in Quebec
and Canada,” said Richard Fa-
hey, Quebec’s v1ce~pr631dent of
the busmess group :
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