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- est, following meetings with the

- stoner and Germany’s minister of #
" the economy, urged that Canada -

o _ cially timely in light of the fact
#; that, for the past several years,’

::-i g:?;;nﬂ;;?ﬁ gi%g?j:nngief Ebﬂ)e . _'_ ; gether, must work together, anq

: | has been deplorably laggard inl, - .
..} seeldng enhancement of trade. ﬁtpd

" | Chancellor Angela Merkel tgiex-

:{| pand transatlantic trade and in-.

..} | vestment, pending any remvairm o
i the distant future of global trade ot

. lantic or a Canada-EU free- trade
'|-agreement, added to the existing - ., _.
-1, Mexico-EU agreement, could 0ff- -, &+~
-1 set the damage to traditional
1. transatlantic collaboration that -

+1 differences, especially over Iraq. -

;| on a recognition that internatiorial -
- trade talks have hitherto beén ’

"1 predicated on the increasingly - - ..
- anachronistic assurmption that ode”: .

I and diverse membership'of the -
< }-WTO can no longer be squeezed:
"1 into the same box of global trade
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. This "WTO plus” approachis thé* &
‘answer to those who contend that™ ... .
no ship must move faster than the. '
: convoyi At a time when advancéd
economies need new rules in co
_plexpolicy areas such as services,” i

K

Reachmg

taxation, and the environment, .

.+ 7 manydeveloping countries are °.

= . finding it diffcult to live up to th

- cornmitmentthat they have al- =

ready made in the WTO. There re

- main some issues, such as agnan s
. tural subsidies, thatcanonly be  * .

. negotiated usefully amongalt .
. WTO members, but agricudiure ~
R, should not — and cannot — be ex- )

.77~ ploited as a pretext for arresting . » -y -
progress in other major trade dxs- .

?;tcﬁgé_{ha; éa;:ge p 0;?; © _.-. F “ ciplinesina fast globalizing ecan— H B

omy.
‘. g:f E;Zgﬁgmﬁébgrgﬁf _ In fact, a mult-speed appmach -
At the World Economic Forum in as a transatlantic or Canada-EU »*

Davaos, Que - - . agreement would represent, may,
Quebec Premier Jean Chart be juist what is needed to inject.:..”

" newlife into the global system #%:a -
‘" whole. But all such bilateral or re=-
" gional agreements should be lef
open-ended, open to any othef.
"y countries ready to accept thexr“ ‘
. rules,
Throughout the Atlantic regxon
i the transatlantic relationship is+
" perceived, if only intuitively, asa .
" - cornerstone — and a foreshadow- . -

" Ewropean Union's trade commis-~* S

negotiate with Brussels a transat- L

lantic or Canada-EU free-trade 7 -

and investment agreement.
The Premier’s initiative is espe®:

Canada, hampered by its self-im
posed agricultural protecnomsm,
;. has had no visible trade policy. -

.- %+ ing — of relations in the broader -
3 global order. We are a set of cout-
" .- tries that must ultimately stand to--

< st connnua]ly reinforce our ¥ -
""shared global interests. Tothe é ex- :
: tent that technological change s -

¢ altering the foundation of our -
gff:ﬁﬁiﬁpéﬁ;;g?mm _: postwar relationship and creating
In the case of the EU, Mz, Charest's the potential for friction, we need ».
initiative is a welcome response t i ': ." E f:rieﬂflgf;‘rg;g;g fgﬁg:ﬁlﬁi (I:t)_ s
- an opening provided by Germai ... _‘operation is an alternative to
- - broader global co-operationyitis, . &
. rather, that a strong North Atlantic’
- architecture is central to our-abili-
©* ty to manage and advance a }a.rger
. global agenda.
o John Kennedy once famously
said of the Canada-U.S. relation- |
ship that “geography has made us |
4 neighbours. History has made us °
#| friends. Economics has made us
.| partners. And necessity has made-
 us-allies.” As Mr. Charest has rec»
‘ognized, the same holds true for-
s - all the countries that share the
i« North Atlantic; If we in North
... America and in Europe can find
- the will to progress in our relation-,
ship, it will be good news, not just;
for the Aﬂannc comumunity but f
-the world:

 World Trade Organization. Canifda '

 talks,
Indeed, an open-ended transat-

- has arisen over Middle East policy"

Early negotiation could be based ,

size fits all, But the current broad ™’

- Roy MacLaren is a former federai’
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-+ rules, especially when remaining
. obstacles to liberalized rade are
mamly domestic regulations rath-- |

_ er than nld-stvle tariffs at hiardars, © 5 7 o



